Pistory of Cyrus, MXinnesota

The lan? on which the village of Cyrus was located was first
ovned by My, Charles Olson and ¥r. O. H. D=zhl. Mr. O. H, Dghl
homeate3del thig land,., Some of the first settlers in the co-
munity were: Lars Hescleznd, ChristieX Jacobson, Hans Gudvangen,
™ov., Hagen, Charles Oleon, am Mr, Bjork. Those people arrived
in this vielnity in 1866. A few year's later, about 1872--1876 the
following men came and filel on a homestead in this viecinity; O. H.
Dahl, Tlae Lsrsen, Gunder Larson, and Christian Estby.

The nloneers began lomedlately to develop their farms, Oxen
were used to nlow and do the heavy hauling at times the food became
vefy acarce, because thelr were ravages of prairie fires and grass-
honners. The e=rly nioneers were forced to 2o as far as St. Cloud
for some of thelr necessities of life as thls wis the clogest rall-
rosd town. Sometimes it was ﬁeceseary to make the trip on foot.

A 11ttle later 1t was mossible to get suonlies at Sauk Center, and
then at Forris. |

These settlers had frequent vieits from the Indlans during the
early dsvs. Thev vasred through this vicinity every £all on theilr
way to camping vlaces for the winter when in the settlers home they
vezred for tobacco, but were always rrlenﬁly.

In the year 1881 the town side of Scandiaville, was lald out
and platted by O. H. Dahl and Charles Olson owners of the land
and Pish amd Livingston railroad officials of the Northern Pacific
Rallroad.

In the séme yesr the first building was bullt by H. P, Haneon
.for a general'store, on the site now abgupied by the State Bank of
Cvrug, in the goring of 1882 another bulldineg wss errected by

A. P. Xron on the site now cccupled by the Olson Brothers,
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m11ford and Varren under the name of Red Owl Agency.

In the esrly days all merchamdise was hauled to them by
team. In the summer of 1882 the Northern Pacific Railroad
. bullt there branch line from Little Falls to Morris which gave the
*oWA a2 rallroad and denot. The same year ¥Mr., A. J. Sawyer bullt a
g?&iﬁ elevator, P. M, Danlelson a blacksmith shovn. Frank Cronjulst
mads anolication for Post Office and bullt a store bulliing,
+.1¢ bullding was used for Post Office, Drug store and later as a

Restaurant a few years ago t 1s dbullding burnt down.
The name of the village was Scandlaville, but owing to the

fact that there was osnother Post Offlce in the state by the

name Scsndiia in Minnesota, the village took the name £ Cyvrus.
™e nome was suggeated bv Charles Olson, there belng 2 lake Cyrus
gouth of the settlement. The first station agent was ¥r,., Bowlbe

the nresent Dewot Agent 1s L. T, Ristvedt. The first sectlon fore-

man was Ole Olson.

The following year 1883, Mr. Iver Thompson, bullt a store
bullding a2nd started the first Hardware Store and Impllment
business in Cyrus, after Mr. Thompson passed away his daughters

Tl len snd Alma Thompson are cornducting the business in the same

bhullding.
The firast school house was built in 1883. The members of the

firgt achool board members were Iyer Thompson, O. H. Dahl, and
H. P. Hanson. The f1 rst building was burned down, and a new bullding

wee bullt a few years later a block of land was purchased aml a

brick building was bullt.
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On Sentember 15, 1916 the School District immediately south of
Cyrus voted to consolidate with school District No. 58, thereby
making the Cyrus School a Consolidated School. An additlon was
bullt to the maln bullding in 1917 making the building twice the
sl ze of the first bullding. In 1S19 School District No. 2 Stevens
County voted to consolidate with School District No. 58 of Cvrus.
In 1922 unier the surervision and guidance of Sunt. 0. G. Berkeland
oﬁr achool became a State Accrediated High School. The enrollment
wag at that time 245 »uvils. The school has tazken part in Debates,
Declamgion, Athletlcs and heas a Glee Club, Mixed Chorus and Literary
Organizationeg, the school has a very active Parents and Teachers
Agsoclation. In 1938 an un to date Gymnasium was bullt onto the
main bullding, which 1s used for »nlayving Basket Bsll, Physical E4.,
Parents snd Tezachers nrograms and other organizations. We are proud
of the fact that many of the gradua*~s fron *hls school have continﬁed
thelr education and have become Ministers of the Géépel, Doctors of
Yedlcine, Dentlsts, Lawyers, Public Accountants, Nurees, Bookkeepers,
School Sunt. and Teachers, farmers and Housekeepers. A modern and up
to dzte Athletic Fleld was addkd next to the school lawn, and is
usel by the school tesms and the town team. A Grand Stand was recently
built over looking it for the snectators benefit.

e first Hotel was bullt in 1882 by Mr. Hagen, and 1s at the
pregsent time occunled as a restaurant by Norman Thom=son.

The first Harness and shoemaker was Mr. Carl Froseth. ¥r. Alfred
Folin built a new modern brick and tile shop which he occupled until
hlg death after which his son George Folln took it over and after a

Pfow vears he sold it to Mr. A, A. vt tesvold who converted it into a

restaurant. Mr. ®ttesvold buillt an additidn on the side the same silze,
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and chaneed the Restaurant into the new building and Pool Hall in M-
AT 2141ing.

The firet Meat Market was started by ¥Yons Ness Sr. and Mr.
.Smagtad, later thevy sold it to the Jacobson 3Brothers and continued
the business. P. 0. Jacobson continued til his retirement a few
vaars ago an? gince meat hss heen sold in the stores.

In 1286 H., C. Estby. and Louls Hegland started in-the Hardware
and Imnlément business and they continued that partnershin until
Mr., Heeland wmaaged 2way in 1896 aftsr that ¥r. Estby continued that
tusiness slone, in 1898 he wa2s honored by being elected Representative
to the State Legislafﬁsaéfrom Pone County. P. O. Lee had charge of the
store whille ¥r. Wstby was in St. Paul through the Legislative session.
Abe Abrahameon 19 now conducting a Farm Implement Shop in this
building. 7

Az early as 1869, Rev. Nels Brandt came to this comnunlty se a
inister and Mieslonary. A few years later, in 1874 Rev. Koefod came
an1 servedj the neorle =s nastor. The Lutheran Synod Congrega*ion
of Crrus wag organizatéd:in 1884, The first Pastor of the Congreg-
atlon was Rev. H. Johnson, who served the congredation half a ye=r
vhen he resigned ani Rev., A, J. Anderson served the congregation
then Rev. P, A, Dedrickoon served, then Rev. A. O. Dolvin, Then
Rev. A. G. Juammen, Rev. 0. T. Haaland and.Rev. L. M. Osness 1s
the nresent Bastor. The Church was built in 1898,

The first Pastor of the St. Petri Charch was Rev. Dahle,

Rev., Winter was Pastor at the time the Church was pbullt in 1898.
The following Pastors have served the Congregation Rev. Olson, Rev.

Torgeraon, and Rev. Sevig 1e thelr present nastor.



¥r. O. H. Dahl, conducted a asa=scond hand Furniture Store also

m2de cabinets anil cu~hoards and different =2rticles.
~ From the year 1881 when the villaze wae vlatted the village was

under the jurisdiction of the Townshlp Goverment of New Prairte.
Cn March 13, 1899 a snecial election was held for tke nurprose of
incornorating the V1llage. The vopulation at this tims wsas 105,
There were 33votea cast. The members of the first Council were:
43, w. Olson, Presldent P, O. Lee, Recorder Iver Thomnson, Trezsurer
an? Peter Peterson, Assessor. P. M. Danilelson and H. C. Estby were
the other -two members of the Councill,

During the yeor 1890 the long dlstance telephone wis installed
in the H, %, Olson Store. A yezr or two later a Mr. Wheaton of Morris
built a loe2al telenhone into Cyrue 2nd a telemhone booth w:=s installed
in H, C., Tetby's store. A Telephone Company w:s organized in Cyrus
and offlcers elected were H. C. Zgatby, President P. O. Lee, Clerk
0. B, Bjorgzard, Treasurer, and the Comnany bought the local Telez*ione

System from Mr. Yhestnn, That wzs in 1904 and in 1908 the company
wasg incormorated in 1913 a 16 X 24 building was built for a Telephone

office aml work shop. In 1933 this building was burned down. The

e~ltch board was saved and eet in a residence across the street and in

19%7 a new modern brick Televhone bullding was bullt. H. S. Peterson

wag onerator snd manager for 32 years. After hls death his wife

¥ras. Tdelwlaes Peterson took over the management of the company.

vr. John @stensen built a Flour ¥ill in about 1892 and Arne

Arneseon w-sg the miller and after a few years he sold 1t to p, 0,

Eren .7 and Axel Felt was the Miller. Some years later the mill was

41 smontled and sold. The land and the foumdation of the mill 1is owned

tv Ruth Ness. To ¥r. John Estensen must be given credit for ownlng



-
the firet automobile in Cyrus--a Rambler.
In 1894 Mr. AaYerg bullt the building in which P. O. Lee
and P, O. Barsnees started a fteneral Merchandise Store in 1902
which continued until 1908. Mr, Lee has been continulng the
"business alone since that time until 1939 when he dlscontinued
the business and closed out the stock of merchandise and sold the
tullding to C. J. Anplen and he has zcnverted the huilding to o
" orint shom armd nublishing the Cyrus.,Leader.

The first news vaner edited in Cyrus, was published in 1901
it was called the Cyrus Courlior. This parer was later dlscon-
tinued. Two years later Mr. Hiel E. Weat agaln started a paper in
Cvrus. and called it the Cyrus Leeder. E. B. Vangsness purchased
the naner form ¥r, West and sold it to Kr. C. J. Anplen the
nrecent editor.

Mr. F. B, Gustafson built a store bullding on mein street
that was first occuvnlied by Sather anmd Fjelstad of Glenwood and
]eter by ¥r, Sustafson then he sold out his stock to Carl
Bueging of 3lenwood and he continued busliness in that place until it
burned down at the came tlme 2as the Telephone bullding burned.
T™en ¥Mr. Buesing startéd in the Gust bullding and:continued there
until he e0ld out to %eo. Gllbertsen.

In 1903 a volunteer fire department was organized and is
now equived with a modern flre.truck with a 360 gal water tank
for use on out of town calls. ,

In 1903 m'o..Heimark located in Cyrus as the first Doctor.

He remalned here until 1905 when he sold his oractice to Dr.
Herman Linde. Dr. Linde has been vractliclng medicine here

un to this time.
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In October 1901 W. J. Carson of Glenwood bullt a Bank bullding ’

on the location where the Post Office is now located and started j

2 Bank in Cyrus. Mr, Carson was “resldent and Ole Irgens Cashler, i

In Aucust 1902 ¥r, Irgens was succeeded by O. E, Bjorgaard. 1In 1907
the tank was incorated~as-ad State Bank. The present bank building
vhich 18 modern an? un-to-3ate wz2s erectel in 1915 1its Capitol Stock

1s 420,000 2nd 1ita officers are President P, O, Lee, Vice President |
A. H. Toftner, Cashier O. E. Bjorgierd, aml Asst. Cashier C. W. (
Director A. H. Hanschen.

Sagvold.
In 1915 the F-rmers State Bank was organized with T. O. Ofsthun |

29 Preatdent and C. 0. Ofgthun as Cashler and the first bullding

it ocrunlied was destroyéd by fire in 1926. A new modern brick build- |
i

ing waa erected on the old site in 1929. The Capltol Stock was
215,000 the offieciers were Julius Holvorson President, O. A. Solvie
Vice Pregident, C. O. Ofsthun Cashier and F. T. Olson Asst. Cashler.

In 1935 this Bank zoved to Morfls.
The firet Farmers Crez2mery wae bullt in the early 1890's on the |
lot where C. Guy Eiddy residence is now located. There weregno crezm qﬂ

generators at that time. They hsd two horse’drawn wagons with tanks

|
;
éatherlng the 3Finnel cr<zm on the farms, but it was not a paying i
vrovosition o they sold the nlant to H. E. Olson ard he used i1t for aﬁi
awhile to rework the butter that the farmers brought to his.store. i
That also falled so it was dismantled and the machinery sold.

In 1910 the Commercial Club took up the creamery question amd it was

decided to bulld a new Creamery. Stock was sold to the business '

men =2nd to the farmers at 5100;00 ner share and a creamery was built
and started to 4o businese and continued for a few years amd lost
Had to make an assessment of $100.00 per sh:re
to Peter Mjller and after

money on the 2e=l.

quit »usiness. So the Creamery was leased
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a ecounle —ears it =—as e0ld to C. C. Thoen of Westvort and he run it for
a few years and he araln =0ld4 it to A. B. Johneson amd in a couple
years 1t burned down and he fixed uvp a Garage up town znd conklnued

+the bueineas z2nd then that burned and that mas the lzset of the

Cresmery.
Some yea2rs l-ter 3. L. Martin of Glenmood came here and bought

2 lot and hullt 2 molern trick bulldines and run it for a while
an? he =aold 1t to the Ahlsetramnd Brothers wilth Gilbert Ahlstrand
ae Manseer, They have bullt on to it 2 cold storage locker
nlant an? are Anine a succegsful tuelness. |

™e first elévator owned and onerated by the Farmers Elevator
Commany wzg Aegtroved hv fire and their resent elevator was
nurchageé Ir-» S.FS. Stevart of Morrlis and since they have built
an office and warehouse. Thls year 1949 they constructed a
building “or feed grinding, feed mixing, and fanning mlli.

™e first elevator build by A. Ji. Sawyer was destroyed by
fire and it was reruilt on a different locatlon and the present

ovner is A, ¥. Johnsen.

There were two Lumber Y:rds here. One wac owned by E. J. Jones
Lunber Comrsnv of Morris 2nd a Line yard of the Standarg Lumber Co.
In 1916 the Cyrus Lumber Compnany w:s organized by V. B. Hanson, |
P. 0. Lee, O. E. Bjorgaard, A, H. Toftner and Isaac Thompson, and
Boucht the Jone's Lumber vard and also the Standard Lumber Yard
and conducted the Lumber business. In 1945 they sold the business

to the Skoglund Bros. & Company of Starbuck. ¥W. B. Hanson gtlll

continued to be emmloved in the yard.






